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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ben Applebaum on 1 1/1/04. 

Claims 5, 12, 14, 15, 19-21, 23, 24, 26 and 28-30 have been replaced by the following: 

5. A trap comprising: 
a trap body, 

the body including a bottom member, a top member, a front member and a back 
member, a side member joining the members; 

the front member comprising a top, a notch, the notch being at the front member 
top, the front member further comprising an opening therethrough, the opening being 
closed by a trap door; 

the top member having at least one aperture therethrough, the at least one 
aperture being proximate to the notch, and a second aperture being positioned towards 
the back member; 

the trap door including an elongated slot therethrough, the slot comprising 
arcuate ends, the trap door being slidably retained between the front member and the 
body by a spacer; 

a bait holder, 
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the bait holder being pivotably attached to the top member and extending 
within the body; and 

a trip mechanism, including a means for supporting the trap door, the trip 
mechanism in communication with the bait holder. 

12. The trap as described in claim 11, wherein the bait holder further comprises a bait 
chamber, the bait chamber further comprising a front member, a back member, a pair of 
side members, and a top that is open. 

14. The trap as described in claim 13, wherein the trap further comprises a means for 
retaining the trip mechanism, and wherein the means for retaining the trip mechanism is 
a loop attached to the trap body top member, between the bait holder and the trap door. 

15. The trap as described in claim 14, wherein the body front member further comprises 
a second notch, the second notch being contiguous with the opening. 

19. A trap comprising: 
a trap body, 

the body including a bottom member, a top member, a front member and 
a back member, a side member joining the members; 

the front member comprising a top, a notch, the notch being at the front member 
top, the front member further comprising an opening therethrough, the opening being 
closed by a trap door; 

the top member having at least one aperture therethrough, the at least one 
aperture being proximate to the notch, and a second aperture being positioned towards 
the back member; 
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the trap door being slidably retained between the front member and the body by 
a spacer, the trap door further including an elongated slot therethrough; 

a bait holder comprising: 

a pair of support brackets, the support brackets attached to the top 
member on opposite sides of the second aperture; 
a boss, the boss being pivotably retained between the support brackets by 
a pivot pin received therethrough; 

a back member including a trip mechanism receiving means near the 
boss, and a second pivot pin, the trip mechanism receiving means further 
comprising a pair of walls, each wall having an opening therethrough; 

the bait holder being pivotably attached to the top member and extending 
within the body; and 

a trip mechanism, comprising a rod having a first end received 
in the trip mechanism receiving means, the second pivot pin pivotably retaining the trip 
mechanism between the walls; the trip mechanism further comprising a prop, the prop 
attached to the rod, the prop being sized to fit within the notch and thereby 
supporting the trap door, and the rod second end being received through the elongated 
slot. 

20. The trap as described in claim 19, wherein the front member further comprises a 
support, the support positioned between the trap door and the body. 

21. The trap as described in claim 20, wherein the side member further comprises a 
slot, the slot proximate the front member, the slot being sized to receive and receiving 
the support therein. 

23. The trap as described in claim 22, further comprising a means for retaining the trip 
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mechanism, and wherein the means for retaining the trip mechanism is a loop attached 
to the trap body top member, between the bait holder and the trap door. 

24. The trap as described in claim 23, wherein the bait holder further comprises a bait 
chamber, the bait chamber further comprising a front member, a back member, a pair of 
side members, and a top that is open. 

26. The trap as described in claim 25, wherein the body front member further comprises 
a second notch, and wherein the lift knob is sized to be slidably received, and can be 
slidably received, in the second notch. 

28. (Currently Amended) A trap comprising: 
a trap body, 

the body including a bottom member, a top member, a front member and 
a back member, a side member joining the members; 

the front member comprising: 

-a top and a notch, the notch being at the front member top, 

-the front member further comprising an opening therethrough, the opening being 

closed by a trap door; and 

-a second notch, the second notch being contiguous with the opening; 

the top member having at least one aperture therethrough, the at least one 
aperture being proximate to the notch, and a second aperture being positioned towards 
the back member; 

the trap door being slidably retained between the front member and the body by 
a spacer, the trap door further including an elongated slot therethrough, and a lift knob; 

the front member further comprising a support, the support positioned between 
the trap door and the body; 
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the side member further comprising a slot, the slot proximate the front member, 
the slot being sized to receive and receiving the support therein; 

a bait holder comprising: 

a pair of support brackets, the support brackets attached to the top 
member on opposite sides of the second aperture; 
a boss, the boss being pivptably retained between the support brackets by 
a pivot pin received therethrough; 

a back member including a trip mechanism receiving means near the 
boss, and a second pivot pin, the trip mechanism receiving means further 
comprising a pair of walls, each wall having an opening therethrough; 

the bait holder being pivotably attached to the top member and extending 
within the body; and 

a trip mechanism, comprising a rod having a first end received in the trip 
mechanism receiving means, the second pivot pin pivotably retaining the trip 
mechanism between the walls; 

the trip mechanism further comprising a prop, the prop attached to the rod, the prop 
being sized to fit within the notch and thereby 

supporting the trap door, and the rod second end being received through the elongated 
slot. 

29. The trap as described in claim 28, wherein the trap further comprises a means for 
retaining the trip mechanism, and wherein the means for retaining the trip mechanism is 
a loop attached to the trap body top member, between the bait holder and the trap door. 

30. The trap as described in claim 29, wherein the bait holder further comprises a bait 
chamber, the bait chamber further comprising a front member, a back member, a pair of 
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side members, and a top that is open. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jordan Lofdahl whose telephone number is 
703.605.1217. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teri Luu can be reached on 703.305.7421 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained'from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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